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GENUINE ACCOUNT 


Of the Whole 


PROCEEDINGS 
ELIZABETH CANMNING, 


Tried and Convicted of Perjury, at the Seſſions- 


Houſe in the O/d-Bailey, Tueſday, May 7. 
For falſely ſwearing a Robbery againſt 
Mary Squires, the Gipſey, 

J ' FOR WHICH D 


N | | . 
Robbery ſhe was capitally convicted, and after- 


wards received his Majeſty's moſt gracious 


Pardon. 
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Printed for C. SympsoNn,- at the Bible-warchouſe, 
Chancery -lane, Fleet-itreet, M DCC LIV, 


( Price Six-pence, ) 
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PESPPIPIPIRIPRIPAPUPBEIUUAPEURPNS 


PROCEEDINGS 


AGAINST 


ELIZABETH CANNING. 


the Caſe of Elizabetb Canning, as 
well in Support of her Innocence, 
as to prove her guilty of the moſt 
e Notorious Impoſition, that it may 
be t ight difficult to advance any Thing at 
— ime, which the Publick has not already 
cen well informed of. However, as this 
Affair has at length been brought to an Iſſue, 
new Matter has ſtarted up, which has furniſh- 
4 us with freſn Materials, of which the Town 
not been yet apprized. But before we 
come to give the Particulars of her Trial, it 
will not be amiſs to refreſh the Reader's 


Memory with ſome, remarkable Incidents that 


have, occurred, ſince the Trial of Mary Squires 
the Gipſey, for robbing this Canning of her 
Stays in the Houſe of Mother Wells, at 1 
Waſh, on the ad of January, 17 53. 


Ar that. Trial there appeared in Behalf of 


the Gipſey three Men from Abbotsbury, who 
| B 


{wore 
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[2] 
ſwore ſhe was at that Town and in the Neigh- 
bourhood thereof, at the Time and ſeveral 
Days after, when the ſaid Robbery was ſworn 
to be committed at Mother Wells's, Their 
Evidence, together with the improbable Cir- 
cumſtances that attended the Story as related 


by Canning herſelf, induced my Lord Mayor, 


Sir Criſp Gaſcoyne, and ſeveral other Gentle- 


men in the Court to believe, that a full Diſ- 
covery was not made of the Truth. Neither 


were the Court. in general ſatisfied with the 


Verdict given againſt the Gipſey. For upon 
a Motion made by one of the Council for 
the Proſecution, that the three Abbotsbury Wit- 


neſſes ſhould ſtand indicted for Perjury, in gi- 


ving falſe Evidence, another Council on the 
ſame Side, diſagreed to that Motion, for i: 
was not clear to him that they merited any ſuch 
Imputation. To which a Gentleman of great 
Eminence replied, No more it is to me. | 


Tuns were ſufficient Inducements to his 
Lordſhip, as an impartial Adminiſtrator of 
Juſtice, to try if he could not inveſtigate the 
Truth by ſome other Means than had been of- 
fered. For this Purpoſe he ordered Letters to 
be wrote to ſome of the principal Inhabitants 
of Abbotsbury; and by the Anſwers received 
to thoſe Letters, he was clearly convinced, that 
falſe Evidence had been given againſt the Gip- 
ſey, and that ſhe was wrongfully condemned: 
Upon which he made Application for a Reſpite 
ot the Sentence, which was obtained for ſix 

0 | * Weeks, 


© 
— — —— ts — — * * 1 


Weeks, and afterwards an abſolute Pardon was 
granted her. 


Uyan theſe freſh Diſcoveries, a Proſecution 


was commenced againſt Canning for Perjury, 
But to prevent ſo fatal a Blow from taking Ef- 
fect, her Solhcitor reſolves to countermine their 
Works, by indicting the three Countrymen 
who had appeared for the Gipſey at her Trial, 
for the ſame Crime. Purfuant to this Reſolu- 
tion, he obtains a Warrant from a worthy Al- 
derman, and out of the abundant Zeal for the 
Cauſe he had undertook to defend, will truſt 
Nobody with the Execution of it but himſelf, 
Accordingly he takes three Aſſiſtants with him 
well armed, and, to make the ſpeedier Expedi- 


tion, hurries away with them in two Poſt- 


Chaiſes into the Country. On their Arrival at 
the Town, they immediately took up two of 
the Men. Upon which the Peace-officer there, 
demanded to ſee his Warrant; but this the 
Sollicitor denied, affirming he was the King's 
Meſſenger, and that he was ordered to bring 
them before his Majeſty and the Council the 


next Night; and without any Delay, ſet out 


with them for Dorcheſter, where, at the preſ- 
ſing Inſtances of his Priſoners, he carried them 
before two Juſtices of the Peace, to whom he 
ſhewed his Authority; where ſufficient Bail 
was offered for their Appearance, but peremp- 
torily refuſed; yet was he forced to diſcharge 
one of them, whoſe Name they had miſtaken 
in the Warrant; but Clarke, the other, he 


conyeyed ſafe to London; and to make ſure 


B 2 Work, 


— 


_ 
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Work, inſtead of lodging him in any Priſon, 
confined him in his own Houſe, from Satur- 
day Night till Tueſday Morning, not allowing 
him the Uſe of Pen, Ink, or Paper to write 
to any Friend, | 


1 Bur what End or Purpoſe did this vigilant 
Gentleman propoſe to anſwer by this extraor- 
dinary Exploit? To which, this Anſwer may 
be given. Virtue Hall had lately made a pub- 
lick Recantation of the Evidence ſhe had given 


revail on this Man to retract, in-the fame 
.. what he had ſworn in her Behalf; 
telling him, as they travelled together on the 
Road, that it was in his own Power to avoid 
the Proſecution that was bringing againſt 
him, and aſſured him he ſhould come to no 
Hurt, if he would but ſay, that the old Gipſey, 
lately convicted at the Old Bailey, was not the 
ſame Woman he had ſeen at Abbotsbury ; 
ſince it was well known, that there were two 
Siſters of the Name of Sguires, who were ſo 
extremely al:ke, that they could hardly be 
diſtinguiſhed, | | 


AnoTurR Advantage they propos'd to 
— from this Proſecution was, to take off the 
Evidence of three of the principal Witneſſes 
that had given their Teſtimony for the Gipſey ; 
and if this could be done effectually, it was 
not doubted but the reſt would be intimida- 


Evidence at all, or to give it in ſuch a weak 
2 „„ and 


againſt Squires ; and they were in Hopes to 


ted and terrified, ſo as either not to give their 
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and confuſed Manner as to be of no Service to 
the Cauſe they eſpouſed. But is this fair Prac- 
tice ? Shall a little Pettifogger have it in his 
Power thus to baffle Juſtice and evade the 
Laws? or deprive a Briti/h Subject of his Li- 
berty ? "Tis well, however, that the ſuperior 
Courts are ſufficiently authoriz'd to call him to 
a ſevere Account for any Miſdemeanours he 


may have been guilty of in Reſpect to his Prac- 


How afliduons the Sollicitor was in Defence 
of his Client, appears from the many Adver- 
tiſements he publiſhed to procure Witneſſes 
to ſupport his. Cauſe ; nor was his Labour and 
Expence thrown away, for Numbers ſoon were 
found to atteſt and cotroborate the Evidence 
on which the Gipſey had been caſt. And to 
prevent, if poſſible, this poor old Wretch from 
obtaining his Majeſty's Pardon, inflammatory 
Advertiſements were thrown out, to raiſe a ge- 


neral Indignation againſt the Gipſies, and great 
Pains were taken to poſſeſs People with a Be- 


lief, that ſome of Canning's Witneſſes had been 
moſt villainouſly uſed by thoſe of the oppoſite 
Party, merely for giving their Evidence 
againſt the Gipſey at the Old Bailey. Affida- 
vits were likewiſe made, if we may take Mr, 
Myles's Word, that ſome Perſons threatened to 
ſet the whole Neighbourhood of Enfield on 
Fire, if the Gipſey were hanged. But I never 
heard that theſe Affidavits were ever ſeen by 
any Body, 
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IT would be endleſs to recite all the idle 
and fraudulent Stories that were broached on 
that Occaſion, to captivate the Paſſions of the 
the People, and e them in Favour of this 
oor Innocent Girl, as they affected to call her. 
Bot ſurely Truth has no need of ſuch little Le- 
erdemain Tricks to ſupport its Cauſe. Truth 
is ſecure in its own, native Simplicity, and ſeeks 
no other Aſſiſtance but plain Facts, againſt the 
open Violence of Oppreſſors, or the dark jug- 
gling Chicanes of malicious Underminers. 


„ 
* 


Bur to ſhew the true Spirit of theſe People, 
not content to quarrel with every Body who 
did not join in Opinion with them of their Fa- 
vourites Innocence, they moſt audaciouſly ſell 
foul on my Lord Mayor himſelf, for undertak- 
ing the Gipſy's Defence, though it was viſible 
to all the World, that he could poſſibly bave 


no other View in it, than an honeſt Endeavour 


that Juſtice might have its due Courſe: Yet 
for this, a thouſand flanderous Stories were in- 
vented to aſperſe his Character, and depreciate 
his Worth; nor did theſe Malignants forbear 
to inſult him in the public Streets and abuſe 
him in all Companies. But to proceed to other 
Matters. 


In the April Seſſions at the Old Bailey, 1753, 


the two Indictments, that againſt Canning, and 
that againſt the Abbotsbury Men, were preferred 
to the Grand Jury, who on examining the Wit- 
neſſes on both Sides, finding a direct Contradic- 


tion 


- chargeable. 


[7] 


tion between them, threw out both the Bills, 
to prevent the Number of Perjuries that the 
Trials of theſe Cauſes would occaſion in Court. 


Tur Parties concerned, however, did not 
reſt here; for a little before the next Seſſions 
in June, Canning's Friends being informed, that 
another Bill would be preferred againſt her at 
that Seſſions, they thought they had an equal 
Right to prefer Bills againſt the Gipſy's Witneſſes, 
which, by the Aſſiſtance of their Solicitor, they 
accordingly did, All which Bills were found 
by the Grand Jury, in order to bring both 
Cauſes to a fair Iſſue, However, it plainly ap- 
— and was indeed confeſſed by Canning's 


riends, that after the firſt Bills were throwa 


out, that they would have dropt all farther Pro- 
ſecution-of the Cauſe, had not the Attack been 
renewed by the oppoſite Party ; ſo that it is evi- 
dent, that their ſole Deſign was, to protect and 
defend the Girl, and not for the ſake of Juſtice. 
or to detect and puniſh Crimes of the blackeſt 
Dye, with which one Side or the other muſt be 


Ay laſt it was agreed between the two Solli- 
citors Mr. Ford and Mr. Myles, to remove all 
the Indictments by Certiorari into the King's 
Bencb, and that ſufficient Perſons ſhould be- 


come Bail, in the Penalty of 200 J. for each 


of the Defendants Appearance in that Court. 
To confirm which Agreement, they entered 
into a Rule of Court, to bring their Cauſe on 
to Trial in that preſent Term, or at the firſt 

| Sittings 
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| Sittings out of it. But Mr. Maſerman, Mr. 
Ii Myles's Clerk in Court, ſoon after informed 
[both him and Mr. Ford, that is was imprac- 
ticable to try theſe Cauſes at the Time agreed | 
on, and therefore adviſed them to carry back 
their Indictments to the O/d-Bailey, and try 
them in that Court, which was likewiſe re- 
commended by their Council, Sir Richard Loyd, 
and Mr. Hume Campbell. Accordingly the Grp/ey's 
| Witneſſes gave Bail for their Appearance at the 
| 


next Seſſions, provided however, that the Cauſe | 
could not in the mean Time be brought to | 
Trial in the King's Bench. The Girl indeed, | 
was conveyed into private Quarters ; yet her | 
Sollicitor moved the Court the laſt Day of Term | 
for a Certiorari to remove the Indictments 
againſt the Gipſy's Witneſſes into the Court of | 
King's Bench; but alledging no Reaſons to | 
ſupport the Motion, it was rejected; and then 
the Council who oppoſed the Motion, offered 
in open Court, to conſent. to the Removal of 
| the Inditments in Caſe the Girls Friends would 
undertake to produce her, But this Offer was not 


accepted, 


Y Tux Motive pretended by Canning's Solli- | 
| | citor for refuſing to bave her tried at the Old 
1 | Bailey, were, that Mr. Ford had ſome particular 

| | Reaſons for being ſo deſirous of having that 
Matter tried there, rather than in _ 
Bench, and therefore it behoved them to be t 
more on their Guard; intimating, that if the 
Trial of the Girl could be deferred till the Lord 


Mayor was out of his Office, thy ſhould not be 
un- 


[9] 


unwilling to put'in Bail for her Appearance in 
September Seſſions, becauſe the Trial could not 


be brought on till the Seſſions after, when his 


Lordſhip would have quitted his Chair, 
Mr. Ford, on the other Hand, faid, that 


ſuch a Suppoſition was as ridiculous as it was 


groundleſs, and calculated only to impoſe upon 


the Ignorant, by ſuppoſing a Caſe which they 
knew was impoſſible ſhould happen, that a 
Lord Mayor has it in his Power to influence a 
Jury unduly, or pervert the Courſe of Juſtice 
by his ſole Authority. Yet this was their only 
Excuſe to ſcreen the Girl from Apprehenſion 
by the Warrant iſſued againſt her upon the In- 
dictment for Perjury, and thereby delaying that 
Juſtice, which the Public had a Right to ex- 


ect; and to remove the Dread which ſome 


eople affected to be under from his Lordſhip's 
= ding in Court at the Trial, declared, that his 
ordſhip bad determined to be abſent from the 
Bench on that Day. Beſides, the Right every 
Priſoner has to object to Jurors, upon ſhewing 
their Unfitneſs to try the Perſon accuſed, is an 


effectual Bar to any Oppreſſion from prejudiced 


or partial Jurymen. 


Bur no Arguments could prevail on the Girl's 
Friends to ſurrender her up to Juſtice, Col- 


lections and Subſcriptions ſtill went for- 


ward, as well to ſupport and carry on the 
Proſecution, as to reward the Girl for her 
prodigious Sufferings in the Cauſe of Virtue, 
This we may learn from their Advertiſements ; 
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of which take theſe Specimens. The firſt is a 
N. B. tacked to CAN NIN Gs Caſe. 


N. B. As the Perſons concerned in carrying 
* on the Proſecution, are determined to proceed 
* againſtall the Parties concerned in this inhu- 
man Act of Barbarity, they hope the Chari- 
table and Humane will chearfully aſſiſt them, 
* by ſending in their Donations, ſo as to enable 
* them not only to proſecute the Perſons already 
in Cuſtody, but likewiſe to offer a Reward for 
the apprehending the two Men who robbed 
* the unhappy Girl.” And then, to excite Com- 
paſſion the more ſtrongly for the Miſeries ſhe had 
ſuffered, the following Note in Talics is added. 


»*, The Quantity of Bread and Water which 
Elizabeth Canning had to ſubſiſt upon, from 
Jan. 2d. to Jan. the 29th included, was about the 
Quantity of a Quartern Loaf, in Stale Mouldy 
Cruſls, and a Gallon of Water. 


February 24. 1753. appeared the following 
Advertiſement in one of the Daily Papers. 


Dor Ar los for carrying on the Proſecution 
* againſt the Perſons who robbed and cruelly 


* uſed Eligabeth Canning, are continued to be 


© taken at the following Places, viz. The Royal 
* Exchange Coftee-houle, in Threadneedle Street; 
* at Loyd's Coffee-houſe in Lombard Street; 
* at St. Dun/tan's Coffee-houſe in Fleet Street; 
* at Mr. Say's, Printer, in Newgate Street ; and 


Sat Mr. Francis Roberts's in Aldermanbury 


a Poſtern, 


(1) 
* Poſtern, wha is appointed Treaſurer for car- 
* rying on the Proſecutions.” 


N. B. Part of the Money which has been 


© hitherto received, is deſigned for the Benefit 
© of the above-mentioned Elizabeth Canning: 
And the Expences which have unavoidably at- 
* tended this Affair having been very conſide- 


© rable, and likewiſe will be attended. with (till 


« greater, before ſuch a deſperate Gang can be 
* rooted out; it is hoped the Conviction of $quzres 
and Wells will not be a Means of hindering 
further Donations for apprehending the other 
Villains, who, if not detected, may commit 


* more Enormous Acts of Violence and Cruelty “ 


Bo r had theſe cager Proſecutors for the Sake 
of Juſtice given the Publick a Bill of Particulars 
of the Expence they had been at, the World 
would have been better able to judge, than now 
they are, whether the Donations, which were 
ſo warmly ſolicited, were deſigned as a, Charity 
to comfort and relieve the poor injured Innocent, 


or to put Money into theLawyers Pockets, It was 


generally allowed, that not much leſs than 4 50/. 
was then actually collected for theie pious Ules, 
What Share of it was laid up for the Girl, I know 
not; yet it is certain, that the ordinary Expence 
of a Trial at the O/d Bailey, even allowing a 
large Number of Witneſſes, does not amount 
to more than 40 5. yet it is affirmed, that many 


more Pounds were expended, only in bringing 


Squires and Wells to Juſtice, though the Wit- 
neſſes againſt them were but few, and moſt of 
C2 them 
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them the Girl's own Friends, and conſequently 
voluntary: Yet even this may in ſome Meaſure be 
accounted for, when it is remembered, that a 
T ing Juſtice, his needy Clerk, and a hungry 
So,, vier, had the chief Management of the 
Cauic, and affords a ſpecial Reaſon for theſe 
frequent Calls upon the Public for more Money, 
even when the main Buſineſs was over. Nay, fo 
great was their Diſtreſs (if you will believe them) 
that-when Canning was indicted for Perjury, her 
Friends publickly declared in the News Papers, 
that the chief Reaſon why they did not ſurren- 
der her up to take a fair Trial, was, that all 
the Money which had been collected was al- 
ready ſpent, and that they could not afford to 
be at the great Expenee that muſt neceſſarily 
attend the bringing up and maintaining ſuch a 
Number of Witneſſes as they had to examine, 
and were abſolutely neceſſaty to clear her Inno- 
cence, Upon which an Advertiſement was im- 
mediately publiſhed by the oppoſite Party, and 
frequently repeated, offering the Sum of 50 J. 
to be depoſited in reputable Hands, to be given 
to Canning's Friends towards their Expence in 
defending her, on Condition they would bring 
her forth to Trial. But whether through a Dit- 


truſt of the Goodneſs of her Cauſe, or for other 
Reaſons not known to the Public, all the Efforts 


that the other Side exerted to bring her to Juſ- 
tice, proved ineffectual, even after my Lord 

ayor was out of his Office, whoſe Preſence on 
the Bench, at the Trial, they ſo ſtrongly ob- 
eCted to. 


s | Tris 
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Tuis ſtrange Reluctancy to come to a fair 


Trial, and the many Evaſions uſed to avoid it, 


ſeems to me a plain Indication, that her Friends, 
at leaſt ſome of them, were conſcious of her 
Guilt : For when they conſidered how ſtrenu- 
ous they had appeared in her Defence, while 
they thought her Innocent, yet now, though 
they were convinced in their own Minds, that 
ſhe was not ſo, it would caſt a Slur upon their 
Judgments, if ſhe ſhould be openly convicted; 
and therefore to ſave their own Credit, were ver 

unwilling to run the Hazard of a Conviction. 


Bur the Party for the Proſecution were 
reſolutely determined to bring her into Judg- 
ment, if by any Methods in the Law, they 
could force her to it. For this Purpoſe an Out- 
lawry was commenced againſt her, which, if 
any Thing could bring her forth, muſt neceſſa- 
rily do it. This had the deſired Effect; for her 
Friends, dreading the Conſequences of an Out- 


lawry, a little before the Seſſions, gave Notice 


to the Sollicitor for the Proſecution, that they 
would ſurrender her up to Trial; which they did 


accordingly, and ſhe was tried and convicted 


of the Perjury, of which ſhe ſtood indicted. 


By theſe curſory Remarks and Obſervations 
the Reader will be pretty well able to judge in 
in what Manner this Cauſe has been carried on 
and managed in the Behalf of Canning, and 
how ftrenuouſly- her Abettors and Adherentyg 
have exerted themſelves in her Defence, 6-4 
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Sollicitors did Wonders at the firſt Outſet of the 
Cauſe, by giving it a Reputation with the Pub- 
lic, and in ſettling a Fund for the Payment 
of their own Bills, by raiſing a Tax on the 
Charity of the Benevolent and Humane. 


BuT notwitſtanding theſe Efforts of the 
Lawyers to eſtabliſh the Credit, and vindicate 
the Innocence of their Client, yet there were 
ſome People ſo incredulous, as not to be per- 
fectly convinced, either of the Gipſey's Guilt or 
Canning's Innocence; and the Improbability of 
her Story daily adding to the Number of theſe 
Unbelievers, it was judged highly neceſſary, 
in order to keep the Spirits of the Party from 
flagging, to employ ſome able Pens, not only 
to juſtify their Proceedings hithertp in her Be- 
half, but to ſolve all the Difficulties and Im- 

robabilities, and to remove every Objection 
that had been made to the Credibility of her 
incredible Romance, If the Reader is curious 
to know how well they performed their Taſk, 
let him read their laborious Productions, and he 
will be ſatisfied, 


Havixd thus given a general View of the 


Management and Practices of the ſeveral Par- 
ties concerned in this famous Cauſe, we now 
come to the Trial itſelf ; a Trial as remarkable 
for the great Variety of Incidents that were to 
be ſubmitted to the Deciſion of a Jury, as, I be- 
lieve, were ever brought before a Court. . Con- 
tradictions were to be reconciled, the higheſt 
Improbabilitics to be ſolved, and the molt in- 

tricate 
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tricate and puzzling Difficulties to be account- 
ed for and removed, on the one Side, and to 
be anſwered and refuted on the other; and all 
this on the poſitive Oaths of near a hundred 
Witneſſes ; and, what is ſtill more aſtoniſhing, 
the Truth to be ſifted out through a Multitude 
of Contradictions, as oppoſite as Light and 
Darkneſs. This was the State of the Cauſe, 
when it came before the Court and Jury ; of 
which we ſhall now give the Reader as conciſe, 
yet as perſpicuous a View as we can, 


AT the Seſſions of Oyer and Terminer and 


Goal Delivery, held for the City of London and 
ounty of Mzddleſex at Juſtice Hall, in the Ol⁴ 
Bailey, before the Right Honourable Thomas 


Rawlinſon, Eſq; Lord Mayor, Mr. Baron Legge, 


Mr. Baron Clive, Mr. Juſtice Denniſon, and 


others his. Majeſty's Juſtices for the City of 
London and County of Middleſex, held on Mon- 
day the 2gth of April, Wedneſday, Friday, 
Saturday, and Monday, the iſt 3d 4th and 
6th of May, 1754. Elizabeth Canning was 
brought to the Bar, and indicted, for that ſhe 


not having the Fear of God before her Eyes, 
did wickedly and cruelly endeavour by Perjury, 


which is falſe Swearing, to take away the Life 
of one of his Majeſty's Subjects, contrary to 
the Laws of this Kingdom, and his ' Majeſty's 


Crown and Dignity. 


To which Indictment ſhe pleaded Net 


guilty. 


THE 
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Tun Witneſſes of Mary Squires were then 
all called over, to the Number of Fifty-four, 
from the Places mentioned in the Journal 
which we ſhall preſently inſert, who were ſe- 
parately ſworn and examined ; and all as 


near to the Time as poſſible, gave an exact 


Account according to the Journal ; and the 
Examination of theſe Witneſſes took up three 
Days, and Part of another. | 


DurinG the Examination, the ſtricteſt 
Care was taken, and the niceſt Obſervations 
made, by the Council on both Sides; and con- 
fidering, that the far greateſt Part of theſe 
Witneſſes were ignorant Country People, and 
the Awe which their appearing before a Court 
of Juſtice, muſt ſtrike on Perſons not accuſ- 
tomed to Places of ſuch Solemnity, they gave 
their Evidence very ſatisfactorily. 


Bor before we enter upon the Examination 
of the Witneſles, it may not be amiſs to take 
Notice of the extraordinary Behaviour of the 
People without Doors, in the Yard, I mean 
the Zealots for Canning. 


No ſooner was the Trial begun, but the old 
Leaven of Spite and Malice againſt the Gipſey 
began to work again ; the Mob was gathered, 
and ready to treat the Witneſſes for the Pro- 
ſecution in the ſame lawleſs and cruel Manner 
they had done Fortune Natus and his Wife at 
the Trial of Squires ; but were happily pre- 

| vented 
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vented by an eſpecial Care taken to have them 


concealed from their Fury, till the very Inſtant. 


they were called to give their Evidence, and 
then were brought up ſingly, and examined ſe- 


| parately. | 
Tur Mob being thus diſappointed in theie 


villainous Deſign upon the Witneſſes, could not 


reſt till they had ſhewn their Reſentment ſome- 


where, Accordingly when the Court broke' 


up at Night, they fell foul of Mr: Alderman 


Gaſcoyne, who had been the Means of ſaving: 
the Life of the Gipſey, and by his Vigilance 
and Aſſiduity had brought their Favourite 
Canning into ſuch manifeſt Peril as ſhe then 


was in; and as ſoon as he was got out of the 


Court, inſulted him in the moſt outrageous 
Manner, abuſed him with the moſt vile and 
ſcurrilous Language, pelted him with Mud 
and Dirt, and obliged him to take Refuge in' 
a Houſe for the the Protection of his Life. 


Tux next Night another large Mob ws 


got together in the Seſſions Yard, vowing Re- 
venge againſt the ſame worthy Alderman, as 
ſoon as he ſhould come out of the Court. 
Which the Lord Mayor being informed of, 
thought it ad viſeable, to prevent further Miſ- 
chief, to diſperſe them by fair Means; and 
for that Purpoſe came out upon the Leads and 
read the Proclamation againſt Riots; which 
had the deſired Effect; and they all got away 
in an Inſtant. 3k 


Do As 
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As this iptcicate Affair had long engaged 


the Attention both of Town and Country, and 


divided all Ranks and Degtees of people into 
two Factions or Parties, the one diſtinguiſhed 
by the Name of Canningites, and the other 
called Egyptians, each violently heated againſt 
the other's Favourite, Canning or the Gipſey; 
and all their Diſputes being now likely to be 
determined by the Event of this Trial, the 
Court was prodigiouſly crowded, every one 
being willing to gratify his Curioſity on this 
memorable Occaſion. 


Tur Council for the Proſecution were, Mr. 
Willes, Mr. Davy, and Mr. Gaſcoyne, and for 
the Priſoner, Mr. Moreton, Mr. Williams and 
Mr. Mears. | 


Tux Council for the Priſoner were prepared 
to make Objections to ſome Parts of the Indict- 
ment: But the Deſign of objecting to the 
Matter or Form of Indictments, being gene- 
rally to gain Time, or delay Juſtice, the 


Court previouſly, requeſted them to difre- 


gard that Circumſtance, however plauſible their 
Arguments might be, for the Sake of ſpeedy as 
well as certain Juſtice, Mr, Gaſcoyne then 


opened the Indictment, and having ſhewn the 


Importance of the Cauſe then in Hand, and the 
Neceſſity, if poſſible, of diſcovering the Truth, 
he proceeded to examine the alibi Evidence of 
Mary Squires, and then conſidered the Con- 
tradictions in the Priſoner's own Depoſitions, 
before the different Magiſtrates who examined 
ber, and concluded with ſhewing the * 

| ity 
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dity and Inconſiſtence of the whole Stor 

which, as one ef the Council, ſaid was Fel 
de.ſe. It was farcher obſerved, ,That upon her 
firſt Information before Mr. Alderman Chizty, 
her Story was ſimple, unpremeditated, and un- 
connected ; that as new Matter aroſe it ſtill in- 
creaſed, and grew more complicated and cir- 
cuinſtantial, That at firſt the.;deſcribed tl 

Room ſhe was confined in, as a ate daf 
ſquate Room, in which was anly an old, Stool 
or two, an iron Grate, an old Table, and an 
old Picture over the Chimney; that ſhe hafl 
nothing to lie upon but bare | hy no Men- 
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tion being made of Hay or Straw ; but ſhe ſaid 


there. were two Windows, one of Glaſs, and 


the other faſtened with Boards; neither was 
any Mention made in this Information, of the 


Gipſey, nor of any Attack upon her Virtue, or 
her being ſubject to Fits: But in ber Depoſition 


before Mr. Tyſhemaker, the omitted many 
Circumſtances which he had mentioned be- 


fore, and added others which ſbe had;,ngt 
mentioned. That, in ſhort, not one P articu- 


lar in her firſt Deſcription of the Room, cotre- 
ſponded with what it was afterwards found 


to contain. Inſtead of a Grate, the Floor af 
the Chimney was found covered, | 
webs, that ſcemed the Work of many Gene- 


rations of Spiders; three, Nes found © 


in the Room faſtened to the Walls with the 
Webs of the ſame induſtrious Inſects, a large 
Neſt of Drawers, was alſo found in the Room, 
half a Load of Hay, and an old Bed. The 
Room 


with Cob- 
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Room itſelf, inſtead of being ſmall, ſquare, 
and dark, meaſured thirty Feet lon „by nine 
broad, had a Caſement ſo wide that a Man 
might get thro' it, and ſo low that a Child 
might have cre tdown without an Danger of 
Hurt, That her Depoſition before Juſtice 
Fielding, and her Depoſition at the Trial, in 
many material Circumſtances were contradic- 
tory, At firit ſhe depoſed, that her Bread and 
her Water failed her on Wegneſday the 24th of 
n at another Time, that they failed 


ron the Friday following; but in the Court 


ſhe ſwore, that ſhe drank t e laſt of her Wa- 
ter about half an Hour before ſhe made her 
Eſcape on Monday, Many other Particulars 
were enumerated before they Or to the 
Bangor of Witneſſes, 


Ma. Chitty was the firſt called, who proved 
the! Record of the Gipſey's Conviction; and 
then Mr. Gurney, the (hort-hand Writer, ſwore 


to the Subſtance of her Evidence, as expreſſed i in 


rhe Minutes which he took f in Court. | 


"AFTER Which they proceeded upon the 1 
75 when Eber Hopkins ſwore, that the Gip- 
ſey, her Son and Daughter, were at South Per- 
rot, about ten ot twelve Miles below Abbotsbury, 
on the agth of December, 1752; and that ſhe 
remembered it, becauſe two Gentleman went 
away and left their Reckoning unpaid, which 
the ſet down in a Book, and at the fame 


i * 
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Time looked in the Almanack to | hs what 
Day of the Month! it was. 


| my 


ALICE PARNHAM depoſed, that hg five 
them on the ph On at Whinyard-Gap, about 


a Mile on this Side ayth Perret, and ſhe re- 


membered the 'Gipſey in particular, becau 
ſhe compared her with old Mother wt: : 


TUR next "Witneſs called, "was Gon e 
Shuives, though no Feat, Steels could be laid 
on his Evidence, though very circumſtantial, 

2 been from Home 
ever fince the ime. of Harveſt before, and, as as 
he ſaid, had trayel d from his Lodgings at 
' Newington" in Surry, through Kent, Suſſex, 
"Hants, Somterſetſhire and Dorfetſhire, yet could 
not tell one Place at which he had lain, till he 
arrived! at South Perrot, when his Evidence | in 
Favour of the Gipley commenced. 4 


F139 


Ms. WILLIS, however, an . 
was called! upon to 'tottoborate his Evidence, 
but ag he could only prove, that he accompa- 
nied | Squires fix, Months afterwards, to the 
Places where he ſaid he had called, his Evi- 
"dence Was Judged. of no Conſequence, — 


Sr RAL other Witneſſes were called, who 
cle they ſaw the Gipſey, her Son and 
Daughter, at ſeveral Places upon the Road; 
dot ; contradiQory Circumſtances were 
Fee ſworn to by different Perſons, which 

us 
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much leſſened the Credibility of their Evidence; 
particularly, George Squires ſwore he dined 

on a Monday at Lytton upon two Fowls ; but 
one Willigm Clark, a .Sweet-heart to Lucy 
Squires, 110 old Woman's Daughter, ſwore he 
"Was at the ſame Houſe at the ſame Time, and 
that they had only « Part of a Fowl among 
"them al. "iy 1 
_ _ Ong Proof however, of the Gipſey's being 
at Baſingſtoke on January 18, muſt be deem- 
ed concluſive. This was @ Letter wiitten a 
"Lucy's Requeſt, by one Mary Morris, direct- 
ed io the Poſt Office at Dorcheſter, for Mr. 


1 


Cart near Abbotabury. This Letter was dated 
48 Bas oke the 18th, had the London Poſt 
Mark of the 19th upon it, and two different 
Charges, and by happening to be delivered 40 a 
Wrong Mr. Clark at Dorcheſter, was returned 
to the Poſt Office there, where it was diſcover- 
ed by an Accident. 1 1 
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Tuxer . ahd many more Witneſſes were 
produced to prove, the Alibi of Mary Squirgs 
At the Time the Priſoner at;the Bar had ſworn 
"ſhi had robbed her. in the Houſe of Suſannah 
Wells near Endſieid Waſb. But the Particulats 
of the Evidence given by the great RET 
that were afterwards examined on the Side of 
the Proſecution, are too many to be related 
Þere; yet this we may obſerve, that all of 
55 corral 792 75 one 277 8 the general 
Teſtimony they. gave, of the Gipſey's being 
a at ſome of hes of the Towns ke Place » 
8 thoſe 
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thoſe Parts, the latter, End of: December and 
the Beginning of January. Only. one Witneſs 
more we ſhall mention, and that is, a Gentle 
man of Credit and Fortune, who! ba ENS 
lie the ſame Night: at Conibe that t Gipſey 
lay there, and paſſing through her Chamber to 
his own, ſaw her and her Daughter in Bed to- 
gether. But that we may give the Reader all 


the Satisfaction in our Power, we: have here 
ſubjoined 


= ournal f bp Gets the | Gio came 


ough from Abbotsbury ; and from whence 
fhe brought ber Witneſſes; diſtinguiſbing the 


Days on the Old and New Stile. 
d O.5S; N.S, 
Left Lytton, and came to Abbot 5- 
bury, 5 Miles, Monday. Dec. 21. Jan. 1 


Continues, at Abbotsbury, as all the 
whole Town can Witneſs, to Man- 


Left Abbotsbury and came to Porte- . * 
Dam, one Mile, Tueſday. 29—9 


. at Porteſbam at Frampton tho 
uer that Night. 

Left e and came to Ridge- 
way-Hill-· foot in the Pariſh of | | 
 Upway, 4 Miles, Wedneſday, © 20—»--10 

Lay at Ridgeway-Hill-foot, at Bent= 
ly's the Sloop, Thurſday. 31— 11 

Lay under a Hedge, _— 


Lay in a Barn at Chettle, Saturday 2——17 


Lay in 8 Barn at Martin, near Pen. 
lite, Sunday. 


| Lay 


_ 
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Lay at Cambe, at Widow Greville's 
. 5 qr 0 1 ng 
e to t i. e. Srock idge, 
b ih in J kes from Combe. 9575 10 
From Monday to Wedneſday nor ac- "A | 
counted for, 1 7. | 
Came to * hon drank at ſe- 
; cond Alehouſe, which is 19 Miles 3 
© from Stockbridge, Thurſday and 8------19 | 
Friday. | 
Lay at Bag ſhot-Heath, Bag ſhot is 
* Miles from Bapngftoke, Satur- 


ay. 

Lay at Brentford, at Mr. Edwards, 
which is about 19 Miles from 
Bag ſbot, Sunday. 5 1 0-=-===22 

Lay at ditto, Monday. - ' * 11—22 

Lay at ditto. 

On one of theſe Days, Mary Squires 
ſays ſhe came to Mrs. Wellgs at 
- Enfield-Waſb, on Tueſday or Wed- 1223 


| 
| 
; 
neſday. I 3==nnnn24 
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Enfield-Waſh is about 20 Miles from u 
y the way of London. 


Tux Eeidenes for the proſecution being | 
gone through, the Priſoner's Witneſſes were | 
called to the Number of Thirty-fix, ſeverall y 


ſworn, and ſeparate]y called up and examine 


ſwore, that New Year's Day, about ten o Clock 
at Night, he ſaw the Girl carried by between 
two Men, 


Tre Turnpike Man on Stamford Hill 
| 


Turin N 
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TarrRe were ſeveral others who {wore that 
they ſaw the Girl on Enfield Road, the Night 
ſhe ſaid ſhe was carried to Wells's Houſe. 


Thomas Bennet, of Enfield, depoſed, that the 
ſame Night ſhe is ſaid to have made her Eſcape 
from her Confinement, ſhe aſked him the Way 
to London, and told him ſhe had been ſadly 
frighted by the Tanner's Dog. | 


Mr. ones, Founder in S hee Lane, and Mr. 
Ward, a Breeches- maker in Maiden Lane, 


Southwark, ſeparately ſwore that Mother Well. 


told them, that the Girl (meaning Canning) 


was confined in her Houſe near Enfield T wenty- 
eight Days. 1 ä 


' Ons Olney, a Farmer at Northawe in the 
County of Hertford, depoſed that Mother Wells 


told him, that it was not ſhe that cut the Girl's 


Stays off, but the Gipſey Woman that did it. 


Hexe the Council for the Proſecution ob- 
ſerved, that the Evidence given by theſe People 
was no Proof, ſince they could ſay nothing that 


implied Facts; and it might be faid by any 


Body that had Diſcourſe with Mother Fells 
or any of the People in her Houſe: when they 
were firſt taken up; nor was there any Doubt 
but_that in their Confeſſions, the Gipſey and 
Wells, and all that were accuſed with cutting the 
Girl's Stays off, were ready enough to accuſe 
one another; and therefore hoped that 1 

vi- 
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Evidence might not be deemed a ſufficient 
Proof, | 
THzw ſeveral other Wigneſſes were called, 
who ſwore to the Identity of the Gipſey's Per- 
fon, and to her being in and about Erfie/d the 
whole Month cf January. 


_ Hex the Council for the Proſecution again 

obſerved, that theſe Perſons. might cafily ſwear 
to the Indentity of the Gipſey, ſince they had all 
ſeen her carried puHlickly in a Cart before the 
Juſtice, and again afterwards in Priſon, | 
SxvxRAL Witneſſes went ſo far, as even to 
ſwear, that they were in Yells's Houſe at the 
very Time when the Girl was brought in; but 
on being croſs-examined, would not undertake 
to ſwear that Canning was the. ſame Perſon, 
Upon which the Council for the Crown, again 
inſiſted that this was no Proof, nor tended any 
Way to Convictiou. 


- OTurxs gave ſuch trifling and incoherent 
Evidence, as made out nothing but their own 
Ignorance, or their Willingneſs to ſerve a Cauſe; 
and what ſome others depoſed, was ſo far from 
being of any Service to the Priſoner, that it 
_ confirmed the Goodneſs of the Gipſey's 
Cauſe. | 


Tux Evidence being gone through, Mr. 
Davy, of Council for the Profecution, ſpoke 
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in Reply for upwards of two Hours, with great 


Force of Eloquence and] Strength of Reaſon, 
ſtill directing himſelf to the Judgment, and not 
to the Paſſiont of the Jury. We with it were 
in our Power to give our Readers his Speech at 
large ; but as that cannot be done, we ſhall only 
give-a ſhort Sketch of it, as taken upon Me- 


F Perſons endeavour to ſeek after Truth 

beyond the Belief they are already poſſeſſed of. 
Men who can blindly engage themſelves in 
* any particular Opinion, will as ſtubbornly 
maintain it. Paſſion uſurps the Place of Judg- 
ment, and Reflection is drowned in Prejudice. 
Pride will not ſuffer ſome to acknowledge 
« themſclves capable of being miſtaken, while 
* Indolence induces others to repoſe an impli- 
« cit Confidence in Reports, without enquirin 


« whether they have any rational Foundation; 


they acquieſce in, and propagate the Tales, 
« merely on the Reputation of the Relator, Er- 


« rors thus rivetted on weak Minds, reſiſt De- 
« monſtration as well as Argument; ſtedfaſtly. - 


reſolved againſt Conviction, they not only 


« reje&t the Means that are offered for that Pur- 


. « Poſe, but are even angry at the Attempt, as a 

« Reproach upon theic Underſtanding; and if 
in Oppoſition to Truth, Intereſt ſhould be 
« thrown into the Scale with Falſhood, no 
Wonder if the latter animates them to be- 
« come the Tools of Reſentment, or Inſtruments 
« of Abuſe, in any Aﬀair that can be made to 
_«*Squate with their Sentiments and Iiclinations : 
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But be it remembered that Infallibility is not 
an Attribute of Human Nature; the Beſt 


and Wiſeſt may err, and have been deceiv- 


* ed; nay, the Former, from their native 
* Goodneſs of Heart, are moſt liable to Im- 
* poſition... Strangers to Fraud, with Difficul- 
* ty entertain a Jealouſy of it it in others; 
and a well painted Scene of diſtreſſed Inno- 
* cence, never fails of having its proper Weight 
* with a compaſſionate Diſpoſition. Never- 
* theleſs it is well known, that the worthieſt 
* Cauſe may be more injured than aſſiſted by 
* an indiſcreet Zeal, and that intemperate 
* Heats rather give Room for Suſpicion, than 
* furniſh Means for Conviction.” 


Tus Reflections, though equally appli- 
cable to both, are not intended to impeach 
either the Credit or Conduct of any one par- 
* ticular Party. 


Tux Council having finiſhed his Reply, | 


about Ten o'Clock the Charge to the Jury 
began, and continued to near One in the 


Morning, 


Tur Jury then retired to conſider of their 


Verdict, and after about two Hours Conſulta- 
tion, they came into Court, and by their 
Foreman declared the Priſoner guilty of Per- 
Jury, but not wilful and corrupt, Upon 
which the Recorder told them, that he could 
not receive their Verdict, becauſe it was 22 25 

| | al, 
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al, and they muſt either find her guilty of the 
whole Indictment, or elſe acquit her. Upon 


which they went out a ſecond Time, and on 
their Return, brought her in guilty of the In- 
diffment. Upon which ſhe was committed to 
the Cuſtody of the Keeper of Newgate. 


ABourT ſeven o'Clock in the Evening, at the 


Cloſe of the Examination of the Witneſſes, Mr. 
Alderman Gaſcoyne was adviſed by his Friends 
to retire, to avoid the Danger of a formidable 
and threatning Mob, who openly avow'd his 
Deſtruion---though for no other Cavſe but 
his great Humanity in protecting a poor friend- 
leſs innocent Wretch from Puniſhment, and 
his ſteady Perſeverance in bringing the Guilty 


to Juſtice, | Te 


Tur Event of this ſtrange and unaccount- 
able Affair affords many uſeful Reflections. 
Here we may ſee the Excellency of our En- 
gliſh Laws that never ſpare the Guilty, when 
they ſhall be found ſo by ſufficient Evidence; 


and yet fo tender. of the Life of a Subject, 


that if he ſhould be found guilty upon falſe 
or doubtful Evidence, a Power is reſerved in 
the Crown for the Remiſſion of the ſuppoſed 
Criminal, Of this Latter, the unhappy Squires 
was a remarkable Inſtance, who, by a moſt 
injurious Proſecution, ' was doom'd to the 'moſt 
ignominious Death that our Laws can infli&, 
yet, by a proper Application to the Throne, 
was redeemed from the fatal Execution. Of the 

Former, 
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Former, Conning may be ſaid to be a memota- 


ble Example, . 5 though a long while ſereetd 


and protected, and all imaginable Methods ta- 
ken o pxepoſiels the Pyblick in , her: Favour; 
yet hen 2 — Iron Hand of Juſtice laid hold 
of her, all partial Conſiderations were laid 
aſide,  bothing ut the full Proof of her Inno- 
cence could ſtand her in any. Stead; of Which 
failing, ſhe; was obliged to ſubmit 0; the im- 

ial Verdict of an uninfluenced and -unpre- 


judiced Jury. Theſe two Inſtances: ſhould 


malte us ſet ia high Value on the Coyſtitu- 
tion we live under, which ſo well ſecbtes the 
Liſe and xo of the Subject, and puniſhes 
Offenders: of all Sorts in a Mayner I to 
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dheic Crimes . 
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